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The wall and what it symbolized stood out as a negative horizon throughout my entire life, which began in 
1956 in Berlin, five years before the construction of the wall. 

Only one week after the wall came down, its disappearance was already foreseeable. I set out with a camera 
one last time to film continuously along the wall on November 17th 1989. The two-and-a-half hour route 
begins at the river Spree in Kreuzberg, follows the painted wall along deserted streets to Checkpoint Charlie, 
around Potsdamer Platz up to the Brandenburg Gate, ending after seven kilometers behind a desolate 
Reichstag with a view across the Spree, where the new government buildings now stand.

During a quarter of a century, I set out many times on the path along the trace, which the wall had left 
through Berlin’s city center. When Christo and Jeanne-Claude wrapped the Reichstag in polypropylene 
fabric, to the first Love Parade moving through the Brandenburg Gate, to the anniversary of German 
reunification.

The film epically profiles the Berlin Wall in its physical immenseness and emotional presence in the everyday 
life of a city - and also the impact of its disappearance on the city: a visual long-term observation of German 
reunification. After 25 years, the scar left in the cityscape by the wall has almost healed. Life grew at 
breathtaking speed on both sides, over the death strip which was no man’s land. 

The project is a memorial to this process.



All video tracks are mutually synchronized so that the viewer is at various times in exactly the same place. 
For this, the paces of the individual walks have been modified and adapted. All original masters have been 
individually treated, so that later a high-resolution 4K projection as split-screen video wall with 15 image 
tracks - but also various multichannel installations or interactive works that can be adapted to given spaces 
and contexts – can be made from them.

The original sound of each sequence has been selected in such a way that the precise spatial mapping of 
distinctive sounds to their images is supported on the respective monitors/projection. The finely balanced 
sound mix helps to direct the gaze and the viewer‘s interest to the many special moments, and to work out a 
dramaturgy that you can follow without being overwhelmed.

BERLIN WALL: VERTICAL HORIZON had its premiere in Germany at the 
„B3 Biennale of the Moving Image“ on 07.10.2015 in Frankfurt am Main.

This project is supported by Werkleitz e.V.  
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Screen Projection:
- UHD / HD File (MOV / MP4 / MPEG2) 
- BluRay / DVD 
- 4K DCP 2,39:1 

Multichannel Installation:
- single UHD / HD LCD monitor (inside / outside) 
- Video Wall (external) 
- up to 16 monitors 4:3 (inside)


